CHAPTER NINE

Homosexuality

Two groups of homosexual women can be distinguished.
The first includes those individuals who display pro-
nounced masculine traits in the choice of objects as well as
in all other manifestations of life. The physical structure of women
belonging to this group may also be more or less masculine. In
some, the structure of the sexual organs has a hermaphroditic
character, in others we are confronted with more or less prominent
aberrations of the secondary sex characteristics. Such mascu-
linization can affect either a large part of the body constitution or
only isolated traits, such as the vocal cords, the hair growth, etc.
Many cases are characterized only by the absence of certain feminine
sex characteristics, such as breasts. Despite such obviously organic
causes of their homosexuality, these women present many psychologic
problems. This is not surprising, as the biologic verdict becomes
definite only during puberty, while their previous development and
education have followed the line of femininity.

The second group of homosexual women includes those who show
no physical signs of abnormity and whose bodily constitution is
completely feminine. The causes of their inversion are obviously
psychogenic. In these cases too puberty is the period of sexual
decision. The observation of bi-sexual tendencies in puberty has led
to many important insights. It was found, for instance, that the
homosexual object choice does not always express masculinity. The
typical infatuation of this period, the young girl's ardent love for
girl friends, may, despite its homosexual character, have a com-
pletely feminine content. The love can also be pronouncedly
masculine and the bi-sexual tendencies may draw their masculine
reinforcements from varied psychologic sources (fear of hetero-
sexuality, identification with the father, brother, etc.).

Homosexuality manifested in later life is usually a continuation
of these puberty tendencies and either remains within the framework
of femininity or assumes a more or less masculine character- These
differences may be predetermined, even before puberty. But as a
rule, tremendous and decisive changes take place at the time of
sexual maturation. A little girl or a girl in prepuberty may express
her violent protest against her femininity in the wildest kind of
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